Key Stage 2 – Water cycle
precipitation

the water cycle

condensation

happens when a gas
turns into a liquid

Water is everywhere, in different
forms – it is never used up, it goes round
and round in a never-ending process – this
is called the water cycle.
When the sun shines, water is
drawn up from the seas, rivers
and lakes and some is turned
into water vapour. The water
vapour rises and forms clouds.
The clouds are carried by winds
across land and when the
temperature falls the vapour
turns into water. The water
falls to earth as rain or snow.
Some of the water sinks into
the ground and some runs into
streams and rivers and flows
back into the sea.
Wessex Water has to break into
this cycle in order to provide us
all with the clean water that
is essential in our daily lives.
Water is a natural resource, but
before we can use it, it has to
be collected, stored, cleaned
and distributed.
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is all forms of water falling from the
sky, eg, rain, hail and snow

We collect water from:

transpiration

is what happens when water moves
up a plant or tree and evaporates
from leaves
happens when a liquid turns
into a gas due to an increase in
temperature

Fresh water

rivers – water for public supply is
taken from rivers in specially built
pipes. Care is taken to ensure that
there is enough water remaining in
the rivers for other uses

Borehole
Reservoir

Spring
Dam

reservoirs – these are artificial lakes
which have been made to collect
water
boreholes – water soaks into the
ground through porous rocks, collects
in aquifers and can be pumped to the
surface through boreholes

Aquifer

rocks that hold water
in tiny spaces or
cracks – the water is
extracted by drilling
a borehole

EVAPORATION

WATER
TREATMENT CENTRE

Salt water

springs – these exist where water is
forced to the surface because it has
met a layer of impermeable rock and
is made to flow out on to the surface
of the ground.
All the water collected in these ways is
called raw water. It is not ready to drink
and must be treated.
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water collected from
underground rocks or
rivers is cleaned and
checked before being
used by people

WATER
RECYCLING CENTRE
water, made dirty by
people using it, is
cleaned and returned
to rivers or
the sea

This illustration contains
many uses of water.
How many can you find?
Can you spot any ways water is
being saved or wasted?
Can you see where evaporation,
condensation and precipitation
are indicated?
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